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prayer and never to cease from this prayer until the gift of trust 
were granted him. Next, I would suggest whenever he thought 
about himself, whether it be flattering or damning, whether a 
worry or something comforting, unless these thoughts were 
part of his nightly examination of conscience, to flee from the 
idea as if he were running from a devil, and return at once to 
thinking about God or praying for one’s neighbour, for love of 
God. Finally, I would remind him of Jesus’ promise that He 
would give us peace. For no matter the suffering he would 
undergo, he would always feel Christ’s gift of peace whenever 

he was patient and calm.  Whilst, on the other hand, whatever 
the pleasure he was enjoying or seeking to enjoy, if it were not 
the will of God, it would be an enjoyment devoid of peace and 
therefore would become more bitter than the greatest trial. So 
go on young man, I would tell him, you will catch me up in 
about 26 years and then the way ahead will be one of 
confidence and light, the light that is, which comes from seeing 
that the Beatific Vision is not now so very far away. 
 
S.P.F. August 2009 
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uring the 6th century the 
Welsh Missionary Mawgan or 
Meugan arrived in this area. 

Mawgan and his followers moved a 
mile or so up the Lanherne valley and 
over the years a monastery with its 
little church was established. Later the 
Saxon church was replaced by the 
existing 12th century church of St 
Mawgan with St Nicholas as cotitular. 
The Monastery became Lanherne. In 
1086 it had become the Manor of 
Lanherne, part of the land of the 
Bishop of Exeter as described in the 
Doomsday Book (commissioned in 
December 1085 by William the 
Conqueror). The great manor house 
and estate of Lanherne was owned by 
the Arundell family and became their 
principal residence from 1360. In 1794 
the estate was given to be turned into a 
convent of Carmelite nuns. These 
Carmelites were English nuns established in The Netherlands, 
who had come back to England. Sadly, this oldest Carmel in 
England ran short of vocations and the nuns decided to leave in 
2001.  
Thanks be to God, another contemplative community assumed 
their mantle. They are the Franciscan Sisters of the 
Immaculate, a branch of the 30-year-old Franciscan 
community, founded under the patronage and inspiration of St 
Maximilian Kolbe. Less than two years ago, the sisters decided 

to make use of the provision made in Pope Benedict XVI’s 
motu proprio Summorum Pontificum (7th July 2007) whose 
Article 3 states that: “Communities or Institutes of consecrated 
life and Societies of apostolic life, of either pontifical or 
diocesan right, wishing to celebrate Mass in accordance with 
the edition of the Roman Missal promulgated in 1962, for 
conventual or "community" celebration in their oratories, may 
do so”.  
Consequently the Sisters daily attend – and sing – Holy Mass 
offered in the Extraordinary Form by their chaplain. They also 
pray the whole Divine Office according to the Roman Breviary 
in force in 1962. The great wonder is that a whole enclosed 
community did not need longer than 18 months to learn, 
assimilate and now use exclusively these more ancient 
liturgical rites. The reason for this is not to be found in some 
nostalgic attachment, since none of the Sisters were brought up 
in Old Rite parishes. All of them entered religious life 
following the Ordinary Form of the Roman liturgy and only 
later on chose to change to the Usus antiquior. There are 
currently 13 Sisters at Lanherne, with an average age of 33.  

D 

(Picture below: The sisters enter the main choir in procession;  
behind the grill the Church can be seen.  

Above: The sisters pray the Divine Office in the choir. This 
photograph was taken from the Church.) 
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�  One only is English – Mother Superior – who heard God’s 
calling at a ‘Day With Mary’ near London (a Marian day of 
recollection regularly led by the Franciscans of the 
Immaculate). The other Sisters are from the Philippines and 
Italy.   
On my way to do a wedding near Penzance in Cornwall I 
seized the opportunity to visit Lanherne. Fr Roth, F.I. the 
Chaplain welcomed me very hospitably and we prayed 
together and talked. I decided to attend Matins with the Sisters. 
What a wonderful experience to rise a bit before midnight and 
be at the chapel exactly when a new day begins to offer it to 
God in advance, with all the graces, sufferings, trials and joys 
it will bring for the whole of humanity and in particular for our 
fellow Catholics! Young people who are reading these lines 
and may be walking by a nightclub at midnight in the near 
future: remember that the Sisters of Lanherne are starting their 
‘day’ at the same time and surely include you in their prayers. 
Night shift workers deprived of social life and exhausted by 
challenging time schedules: realise that you are not alone at 
your desk or in your ward, as the Sisters at Lanherne are wide 
awake, with you in God. Compulsive Internet users glued to 
your computer screens and tragically led to visit evil websites 
at night when parents or family are asleep: ask God for 
deliverance and be freed, thinking that other souls, in the same 
silence of the same night are requesting from our merciful 
Saviour healing from your addictions. Prisoners and sick 
people in hospital and all of you who lie helpless at night: let 
your souls take courage and turn to God even though 
everything may look so bleak and dark; for somewhere in 
Cornwall at midnight, the sacred canticle of praise to God and 
of intercession for you has started.  

I had my own Breviary with me (the beautiful Nova & Vetera 
edition made in collaboration with the FSSP, a copy of which a 
generous English priest had given me.)  I was very pleased that 
everything I heard the Sisters pray and psalm-tone was 
exactly as I had learned at seminary and what our 359 priests 
and seminarians in the Fraternity of St Peter worldwide pray 
daily. Matins were followed by Lauds and then by a few other 
prayers. There was then time for 3 or 4 hours’ rest and the 
Sisters rose again at 5.30am for more prayer until the 7.30am 
community Mass. Fr Roth had kindly offered to let me be the 
celebrant. I went into the sacristy, where the vestments, with 
ample Roman cut and elegant embroidery, had been prepared 
for me and laid on the press in the appropriate order. All 
required linens were ready, clean and properly folded across 
the valuable chalice and paten. The Sisters sang the Mass 
integrally, including the whole Proper and Kyriale, as they do 
every morning. And they sang it well. A few faithful from the 
village attended. The sanctuary is beautifully adorned with 
alabaster statues and the altar has clearly been designed by a 
priest who knew – or knows – what width and length are 
needed to genuflect and move the missal and chalice from the 
Epistle side to the Gospel side. 
During breakfast, Fr Roth told me that he still needed practice 
before he could feel comfortable when offering Mass in the 
Extraordinary Form. However, he said, many of his Franciscan 
brethren are learning to say the traditional Mass like him to 
please their Sisters, and they have come to find this form of the 
Roman rite truly enriching. Indeed, at the traditional 
pilgrimage of Pentecost to Chartres, several Franciscan Friars 

(Left: As the sisters pass by the life sized Crucifix,  
they always kiss the feet of Jesus.  

                             Below: A sacristan at work.)                         �  
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of the Immaculate walked along with us this year and last year 
as well. They seem to have followed the same path as the 
Benedictine monks of St Benedict's Abbey in Norcia, Italy, 
who are now using the Extraordinary Form of the Roman rite; 
and similarly the Trappist abbey of Mariawald in Germany. 
After breakfast I had a meeting with Mother Superior and her 
Assistant in the parlour. This room has not changed since it 
was designed for the original Carmel in the late XVIII th 
century. The visitor waits behind two strong grilles, when a 
curtain is drawn and the enclosed Sisters on the other side can 
be seen. It was very encouraging to talk with Mother Superior 
and to hear how this extraordinary change took place in their 
community. Before I left, I was offered the great grace of 
venerating a most precious relic kept at Lanherne: the (upper 
part of the) skull of martyred recusant priest Saint Cuthbert 
Mayne. How moving indeed it was to see this object of 
devotion and to imagine how many thoughts and ardent 
prayers must have been formed for the conversion of Britain 
under this light cap of bone and sent through it to God and to 
Our Lady. Saint Cuthbert Mayne was a Catholic convert and 
companion of St Edmund Campion at St John College in 
Oxford. He was ordained a Catholic priest at Douai in 1575 
and martyred on November 29th 1577. He is one of Forty 
Martyrs of England and Wales. 
  
Immediately after leaving Lanherne, the car drove by the very 
modern-looking local airport of Newquay. Although it takes 
literally 5 minutes to walk down to the Convent, one cannot 
imagine planes are actually landing and taking off so near, as 
they can’t be seen or heard from the cloister. What a striking 
contrast, I thought, to have an airport so close to an enclosed 
contemplative community: movement and immobility. Some 
think they are free because they check in and board as often as 
they please, not seeing how tightly tied they are to the 
heaviness of the world; whereas others only seem confined, 
who fly straighter towards and further within the secure 
territories of self oblation, for the love of God. 

�
�������
������	
����� �������!����
����

Report by Damian Barker, Head of YCA 
 

uring the weekend of the 18-20 September 2009, 
Young Catholic Adults (YCA), which is part of the 
Juventutem Federation, held its annual weekend at 

Douai Abbey, a Benedictine monastery in the south of 
England. It was by far the biggest YCA event so far, with three 
Masses, three talks and a Marian procession taking place over 

the long weekend. It was 
led by the Juventutem 
Ecclesiastical Assistant Fr 
de Malleray, FSSP. His 
doctrinal conferences 
lasted about one hour 
each. The themes were: 
1) How to bear witness to 
Christ in today’s world?; 
2) Why and how to pray?; 
3) ‘Thy will be done’: 
God’s will, our fulfilment.  
Nearly 30 young adults 
participated. No teenagers 
were among them, rather 
students and young 
professionals, and even 

D 

(Chaplain Fr George Roth, FFI and Assistant Fryar.  
All other pictures by courtesy of Mr Perry Wayne) 

 
   Contact: Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate,  
   Lanherne, Newquay, TR8 4ER, Cornwall. 
   Telephone: (01637) 860205; Email: fsi.lanherne@talktalk.net
 

 
(Young people carry a statue of Our Blessed Lady in procession.) 
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two young married couples. 
Some people stayed for the 
whole weekend, while 
others came for the 
Saturday to the Marian 
Procession and Sung Mass 
of St. Januarius and 
Companions, which was 
sung by the Douai Abbey 
Singers. Both these events 
were open to the public and 
attracted approximately 70 
people; moreover, it was 
the first public Traditional 
Mass to be celebrated in the 
main Douai Abbey Church 
since the liturgical changes.  
Fr. de Malleray celebrated 
three Masses in all, St. 
Joseph of Cupertino on the 
Friday, St. Januarius and 
Companions on Saturday 
and Holy Mass for the 
Sixteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost. 
One of the retreatants 
wrote: “Well, it’s been over 
a week since the retreat 
and I just thought I'd like to 
express my gratitude to 
Damian, Fr. de Malleray and all those involved with the 
retreat. I really appreciated the retreat itself, and the effort 
everyone put in. The retreat was exactly what I was looking 
for, a peaceful, laid-back and social setting, deep and thought 
provoking talks and the absolute beauty of the extraordinary 
rite of Mass. I really believe this is what young Catholics need, 
something deeply enriching. It certainly helped me to be a bit 
more serious about my Faith! I feel really great as a result of 
the retreat, and having met all the other great people there was 
fantastic, it gave me the real sense of being part of something 
huge, the Church.” 
The organisation is always looking to create more local groups 
and events, if you would like to volunteer or be put onto the 
mailing list please email us. 
 
 

Further comments: “I'd also like to echo what George says 
below.... Thank you all - Fr de Malleray, Damian, and 
everyone else!” (Joseph). “I still feel very spiritually and 
physically refreshed from the weekend, and motivated to do 
Chartres for the first time next year!” (Tess). “I'd like to echo 
what George said - unforgettable experience! To everyone else 
- get yourselves to the next one…Thank you so much for 
organising such a great retreat! I had a wonderful time, and 
very helpful to me in all sorts of ways!” (Seth). “Thank you 
very much for organising the lovely weekend.” (Kristine). 
“Thank you so much for a wonderful weekend - it was 
fantastically organised and as a result I think all of us found it 
extremely rewarding.” (Justin) 
The next annual YCA-Juventutem week-end is planned on 10-
11 September 2010, led by Damian Barker and Fr de Malleray 
– also at Douai Abbey. 
Contact: Damian Barker: juventutemcatholicam@yahoo.co.uk. 
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Liturgical event in Ireland last July (Fr Simon Leworthy 
reports): 
“The Liturgy is not about us, but about God. Forgetting about 
God is the most imminent danger of our age. As against this, 
the Liturgy should be setting up a sign of God's presence” 
[Pope Benedict XVI]. Inspired by this vision of the Sacred 
Liturgy, St Colman’s Society for Catholic Liturgy encourages 
and promotes among its members full active and conscious 
participation in Catholic Liturgy in accordance with the 
authentic tradition of the Church especially as expressed in 
Sacrosanctum Concilium and subsequent liturgical legislation. 
Fota is a small island in Cork Harbour, which is on the south 
coast of the Republic of Ireland. The theme of the Society's 
Second Fota Island Conference, held in mid-July of this year, 

was 'Beauty in the Liturgy according to the mind of Benedict 
XVI'; and an array of international speakers were present – 
featuring particularly, George Cardinal Pell of Sydney. As well 
as giving the key-note address, His Eminence kindly celebrated 
Pontifical High Mass at the Church of Sts Peter and Paul, in 
Cork city on the Sunday; and, next day in the lovely St 
Colman's Cathedral, Cobh, sat in Choir while High Mass was 
sung in his presence by Msgr James O'Brien, of the 
Congregation for Divine Worship. 
It was good to see so many at the Conference: lay, religious 
and clerics. In particular one noted the pleasing presence of 
younger priests and seminarians. The Priestly Fraternity of St 
Peter was especially well represented by Fr John Emerson, 
FSSP, Scottish Superior; Fr Sven Conrad, FSSP, Secretary of 

(Censing Our Lady’s statue  
before procession.) 
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the German District – himself a liturgical scholar of note; Herr 
Jerome Bücker, FSSP, then recently ordained to the Diaconate; 
and Fr Simon Leworthy, Sac. Cand. Also present was Irish 
Mgr Seámus Horgan, whom Fr Leworthy had known during 
his studies in Rome, and who is now the Secretary to the 
Apostolic Nunciature in Bern, Switzerland. A third conference 
- Fota III - is planned by St Colman's Society for 2010 with the 
theme Psallite Sapienter [Sing ye wisely]. It will focus on 
music in the Liturgy according to the norms promoted by Pope 
Benedict. Information about the Conference can be found on 
the Society's website: http://scscliturgy.com/News.html 
 
Clergy retreat: 
Also in July, Fr de Malleray preached a retreat for fellow 
clergy at Douai Abbey, Berkshire, on the theme: ‘The Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass and our priestly identification to Christ’. 
There was time for questions and meditation. Most priests were 
familiar with the 1962 missal and were able to offer their 
private Masses in the Extraordinary Form.  
Some of them and other clergy have already sent their deposit 
for the pilgrimage led by Fr de Malleray to Ars and Lyons the 
week before Ash Wednesday (8-12 February 2010 – cf detailed 
announcement under ‘Upcoming Events’). Clergy may book 
now. 
 
London Colney liturgical 
workshop: 
Last August the Latin Mass Society 
requested the participation of three 
priests from the Priestly Fraternity 
of Saint Peter as tutors for their 
liturgical workshop in London 
Colney (the pastoral centre of the 
Westminster Archdiocese, who 
supported the event). This session 
had been officially approved by the 
Conference of Bishops of England 
and Wales and was advertised as 
such by bishops to their clergy in the 
‘Ad Clerum’ in several dioceses. 
Like at the Low Week session in 
Ushaw, the atmosphere at London 

Colney was fraternal and convivial. The feedback 
was very positive, with a clear desire to devote as 
much time as possible to actual practice in small 
groups at the altar under the supervision of a tutor. 
Such had been the intention of the organisers, who 
know from experience that an EF learner will not 
feel confident until he has been able to perform 
every gestures and words of the Low Mass in situ at 
an altar. This is why we spent several hours a day 
in small groups for step-by-step practice. This 
activity requires a lot of concentration, but it also 
allows for sharing a few interesting anecdotes, or 
for the tutor to give some historical and theological 
explanations of the rituals, thus avoiding a mere 
mechanical exercise. There was also time for 
beautiful liturgies in the magnificent Ninian 
Comper-designed chapel. Last but not least, we did 
spend time chatting at table in the refectory or in 
the Great Hall for the formal dinner. Priests had 
travelled from all over the country and were 
pleased to find that their interest for the more 
ancient uses of the Roman rite was shared by many 
confreres and promoted by them and by the tutors, 
simply as valuable instruments for their 
sanctification as priests and for the benefit of souls. 

Frs Calvin Goodwin, FSSP and Gregory Pendergraft, FSSP 
had flown especially from the U.S.A. Both had been actively 
involved in the making of the recent tutorial DVD by the 
Fraternity of St Peter in collaboration with EWTN. Also, they 
regularly serve as tutors for diocesan clergy attending the 
successful workshop at the FSSP seminary in Nebraska where 
Fr Goodwin resides as a Latin and liturgy professor. His 
lecture at London Colney on the various parts of the 1962 
missal was greatly appreciated.  
Before departing, some priests walked to the edge of the 
Centre’s grounds to Chantry Island, famous for being the arrest 
place of Saint Alban, the first Christian Martyr in Britain. A 
recent convert, Alban knew that in this little wood a priest had 
found refuge against the Roman persecution. When soldiers 
came searching the area, Alban offered to swap clothes with 
the priest, so as to be arrested in his stead, which happened. He 
was martyred in Verulamium, later renamed Saint Alban's in 
his honour. Despite the fact that the tiny monument in Chantry 
Island can scarcely be called a chapel and is in very poor 
condition, what a meaningful shrine for the participants to the 
session, who were reminded of the fact that from the beginning 
their priestly identity was indeed unwelcome by the Church’s 
enemies but that, thanks be to God, it could be supported by 
the heroic dedication of generous souls. 

 
(Fr Pendergraft, FSSP at Benediction  

during the London Colney workshop, August 2009.) 

 
(Fr Goodwin, FSSP explains the EF Missal at London Colney.) 



�����    –  an English periodical of Catholic Tradition       by the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter (N°4, Autumn 2009)  
 

16 

 

 
Various other events with clergy and religious: 
Other ecclesiastical events included Fr Tim Finigan’s jubilee of 
ordination in Blackfen, Southwark, and the ‘Priests for the 
Gospel of Life’ day in Westminster. 
 
In July Br Vincent-Mary Hoare, FSVF was back in England on 
vacation. He belongs to the Fraternity of St Vincent Ferrier, 
who follows the liturgical and disciplinary traditions of the 
Dominican Order. He came to attend Mass in Reading, and 
later accompanied Fr de Malleray to pray at Tyburn Convent, 
London. The English martyrs must have found these prayers 
quite singular, being offered as they were by a French priest 
based in England together with an English Friar based in 
France, in an English convent founded in London by a French 
nun for the conversion of England – a supernatural ‘Entente 
Cordiale’! 
In September Fr de Malleray was invited to visit the Carmelite 
Priory in Kensington, London. It was founded by famous 
Jewish convert Fr Augustin-Mary of the Most Holy Sacrament 
(previously Hermann Cohen, a renowned disciple of virtuoso 
Franz Liszt). There Fr de Malleray venerated a most precious 
relic kept in the sacristy – the very arm of St Simon Stock, that 
same Carmelite Friar who established the Order in England in 
the XIIIth century and who received the Brown Scapular from 
Our Blessed Lady with her promise: “This will be for you and 
for all Carmelites the privilege, that he who dies in this will not 
suffer eternal fire”. 
 
Vocations retreat: 
In August Fr de Malleray 
preached a retreat for 6 young 
adults in Devon. The group were 
glad to take time to pray and 
discern a possible calling. The 
peaceful countryside around was 
truly conducive to prayer. One of 
them applied to join the Fraternity 
and was admitted in our European 
seminary where he has started this 
month.  
Two others young British who 
had been in contact with Fr de 
Malleray since January had 
applied for our American 

seminary but the Admission director 
discerned that they were not called to 
join the FSSP. However, more young 
men have manifested interest since 
and some are applying for next year.  
 
British FSSP Deacon visiting: 
In October we rejoiced at the visit of 
Rev Mr Simon Harkins, a British 
deacon from the Priestly Fraternity of 
St Peter. Rev Mr Harkins has 
completed his formation in our 
American seminary and is currently 
stationed in our Motherhouse in 
Germany. He was able to improve his 
pastoral experience when attending at 
the Baptism of young Jonathan Tyler 
administered by Fr de Malleray in 
Reading. He also preached at the 

Sunday Mass in Reading and served 
as Deacon at the LMS Solemn High 
Mass in Portsmouth Cathedral on 

October 4th. Please pray for Rev Mr Harkins who shall be 
ordained a priest in May 2010. 
 
Our seminaries: 
This year we have admitted 40 seminarians in the First Year in 
our two international seminaries. Out of the 46 who were 
admitted last year, 30 will receive the Tonsure on Saturday 24th 
October 2009. One of them is British seminarian Ian V. who 
spent one week in Reading last June. Please pray for them all, 
as well as for Rev Mr Jose Zepeda, FSSP, our ninth new FSSP 
priest this year, to be ordained in Oakland by the Most Rev 
Salvatore Cordelione, S.J.D., Bishop of Oakland, CA (U.S.A.) 
on 19th December 2009. 
In a further issue of Dowry we intend to give more details on 
the building of the new seminary chapel in our American 
seminary (http://www.fsspolgs.org/chapel.html). Its dedication 
is scheduled on 25th February 2010. It will be an event of 
extraordinary significance, since it will be the first seminary 
chapel built for the formation of priests according to the 
Gregorian liturgy and traditions since the liturgical changes 
forty years ago. EWTN will televise the ceremony. Our Lady 
of Guadalupe International Seminary is the only Catholic 
seminary in the world offering the full 7-year curriculum of 
formation in English according to the Usus Antiquior 
integrally. Each year some candidates are sent by their own 
Ordinaries (diocesan Bishops or religious superiors) to be 
formed by the FSSP, as foreseen by our definitively approved 
Constitutions, §10: “The Fraternity is devoted to all the works 
of priestly formation, and all that relates to those works, 

primarily for the members of the 
Fraternity, but also for other 
candidates for the priesthood, 
with the agreement of their 
bishops”. There are currently 140 
FSSP seminarians – to serve your 
souls as priests tomorrow. O Lord 
grant us priests; O Lord grant us 
many priests; O Lord grant us 
many holy priests! 
 

(British FSSP Deacon Rev Mr Simon Harkins  
preaching at LMS Solemn High Mass in Portsmouth Cathedral on 4th October 2009.) 

(New chapel at the FSSP 
international seminary in America, 
to be dedicated by Bishop Fabian 

Bruskewitz of Lincoln 
on 25th February 2010.) 


